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The 1st Finnish National Child Strategy

• The goal is a society that respects the rights of children. 

• Is based on the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, which has been in force 

at the level of an act since 1991 in Finland.

• Promotes the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

• Records the current state of the wellbeing and rights of children and young people 

as well as the key objectives and measures to promote them.

• The implementation plan for the Child Strategy set out 30 measures. The measure 

24 concerned producing a comprehensive knowledge base for monitoring the well-

being of children and young people.

• https://stm.fi/en/child-strategy
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Statistics Finland’s task on child strategy

• The work was carried out between March 2022 and 
February 2023.

• Created a framework to help categorize the 
indicators

• Collected all indicators on children’s well-being into 
one road map (excel) to help plan the web page

• Made a proposal for a web page on indicators on 
children, its content, the place and execution

• Mapped information gaps

• Took a closer look at the needs of information on 
vulnerable groups 

• Made conclusions on the state of the child data in 
Finland & suggested how to develop it in the future 
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Co-operation methods 
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Project team

Steering group

Strong commitment

Workshops

Synergies with other measures of the National 
Child Strategy 

Presentations and sharing the information
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The indicators

• Nationally produced indicators with time series

• Total ~ 2 400 indicators

• ~ 850 are produced by The Finnish Institute for Health and Welfare 

• 800 by Statistics Finland

• ~ 200 by the Social Insurance Institution of Finland

• Some indicators fall on more than one sector in the framework

• Indicators that were left out

• Indicators which don’t directly measure the wellbeing of the child (e.g. costs of 

services)

• Are one-time-only indicators 
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Health and Wellbeing
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Social connections
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168 indicators

Source of data

Survey Register
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Conclusions about the state of the child data in Finland

• There is an enormous amount of data on children, but it is dispersed in different places.

• There are a great number of data producers, but data production is not coordinated by anyone.

• Lack of coordination causes both overlaps and gaps of information (e.g. small children and 

vulnerable groups).

• Dispersed information leads to weak combinability of the data. 

• There is limited collaboration among data producers and in some cases competition for the same 

informant resources.

• Data continuity is only seldomly ensured.

• There is a lot of untapped information collected in child health care centers and in school health 

care.

• Needs for data on a region level are not always met & there is a lack of region level follow-up 

indicators.
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Proposals to develop the child data 
base 

• Production of child data needs a coordinator & 
co-operation group.

• The possibilities for co-operation in survey data 
production should be investigated.

• The possibilities and restrictions to use untapped 
data should be investigated.

• For register data, the most important indicators 
for regional use should be selected in co-
operation with the data users & common 
practices agreed on. 

• All data should be gathered in the same data 
base to create a common data source.

• The child data portal could be built on the child 
data base.
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Thank you!

More information:

marjut.pietilainen(at)stat.fi

anna.parnanen(at)stat.fi

https://childstrategy.fi/publications/researches-and-reports/

https://childstrategy.fi/publications/researches-and-reports/
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